
The LGBTQ+ community has a long and storied history, and that
history is fascinating, inspiring and often challenging. While bits and
pieces of those histories are told in education and through fiction, the
best way to learn is to hear the stories directly from the people who
experienced them.

Telling our stories is a powerful and impactful part of the LGBTQ+
rights movement. Throughout history, it has either been illegal to be
an LGBTQ+ person, or otherwise it has been something people have
been encouraged to not talk about. So many stories of individual
LGBTQ+ people have gone untold and unheard. Others have only
been heard within the community to keep people safe.

Janet Mock, a transgender writer and director puts it perfectly:

"I believe that telling our stories, first to ourselves and then to one
another and the world, is a revolutionary act. It is an act that can be
met with hostility, exclusion, and violence. It can also lead to love,
understanding, transcendence, and community. I hope that my being
real with you will help empower you to step into who you are and
encourage you to share yourself with those around you."

On the next page, you'll find our recommendations for books you can
read that will shine a light on these stories and help to further your
understanding of our experiences and our history.

 guide to... non-

fiction!



Over the Top

Jonathan Van Ness
Over the Top uncovers the pain and
passion it took to end up becoming
the model of self-love and
acceptance that Jonathan is today. 
 Jonathan was an easy target and
endured years of judgement,
ridicule and trauma - yet none of it
crushed his uniquely effervescent
spirit.

Gender Failure

Ivan E Coyote and Rae Spoon

Ivan and Rae explore and expose
their failed attempts at fitting into
the gender binary, and how
ultimately our expectations and
assumptions around traditional
gender roles fail us all. 

Queer Intentions

 Amelia Abraham

Combining intrepid journalism with
her own personal experience, in
Queer Intentions, Amelia Abraham
searches for the answers to the
urgent challenges facing the
LGBTQ+ community globally, as well
as the broader question of what it
means to be queer right now.

How We Fight for Our

Lives

Saeed Jones
That we are not simply one thing
is a cornerstone of Saeed Jones’
timely memoir about growing up
gay and black and Southern, in
Texas in the late 1990s. "Being a
black gay boy can get you killed,"
he writes, in this emotionally raw
and intimate account of
discovery and identity which
happens at the intersection of
sex, race and power.

How to Survive a Plague

David France
 Inspired by the 2012

documentary by the same name,
“How to Survive a Plague”
recreates how a handful of
shunned activists and AIDs-
infected individuals researched
AIDs and possible cures in a
desperate attempt to save their
own and their loved ones’ lives.

The Stonewall Reader

Various Authors
The Stonewall Reader is a
collection of first accounts,
diaries, periodic literature, and
articles from LGBTQ magazines
and newspapers that
documented both the years
leading up to and the years
following the riots. 

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/209900/how-to-survive-a-plague-by-david-france/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/authors/46608
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/576364/the-stonewall-reader-by-edited-by-the-new-york-public-library-foreword-by-edmund-white-edited-with-an-introduction-by-jason-baumann/

