
 guide to... fiction!

Queer representation in literature isn’t something that a lot of your
LGBTQ+ colleagues are likely to have had growing up—though you can
bet we tried our best to scrape it together from whatever morsels of
queer identity we did find! 

Jarlath Gregory, author of the queer young adult novel, What Love
Looks Like explains the importance of the now growing representation
in this area: 

“As LGBTQ+ people, we need to see ourselves in stories. In a world
that is mostly straight, we need to make ourselves visible to show that
our experiences, our friendships and our love lives matter every bit as
much as other people’s. One book cannot be all things to all people. It
can’t represent everyone – even if it tried to, it can’t. But by telling our
stories, one at a time, we add a little piece to the rainbow tapestry of
the LGBTQ experience.”

Take a look at the next page for some of our recommendations to
start building your LGBTQ+ library! For allies, this reading can be a
fantastic way to get a deeper insight into LGBTQ+ lives. Many of these
books explore the concepts of found family, coming-of-age as an
LGBTQ+ person, and the stigma faced by many in the community.



Noah Can't Even

(Young Adult)

Simon James Green
Painfully geeky Noah Grimes thinks
his best chance at social normalcy is
to strike up a romance with Sophie.
But his delusional plans are
hopelessly derailed when his best
(and only) friend Harry kisses him at
a party. That's when things go from
bad to utter chaos.

Detransition, Baby

(Literary Fiction)

Torrey Peters
Navigating the complicated waters
of family-making and motherhood in
the twenty-first century, this exciting
and very funny debut follows the
lives of three trans and cis women
living in New York. 

All the Things We Don't Talk

About (Literary Fiction)

Amy Feltman
A tender, immersive family saga that
follows a neurodivergent father, his
nonbinary teenager, and the
sudden, catastrophic reappearance
of the woman who abandoned
them.

The Last Romeo

(Romantic Comedy)

Justin Myers
From Justin Myers, author of
sensational blog The Guyliner,
this razor-sharp and cringingly
candid account of one man's
quest for The One is as sad,
fearless and funny as dating
itself.

With Teeth 

(Literary Fiction)

Kristen Arnett
A surprising and moving story of
two mothers, one difficult son,
and the limitations of marriage,
parenthood, and love. With
Teeth is a thought-provoking
portrait of the delicate fabric of
family--and the many ways it can
be torn apart.

Black Girl, Call Home

(Poetry)

Jasmine Mans
Each poem in this hard-hitting
collection explores what it
means to be a daughter of
Newark, and America--and the
painful, joyous path to
adulthood as a young, queer
Black woman.


